
 
 

My name is Chiara Virgilio, I am a second year student of CPP: BA DATE from Milan, Italy. I am running for the position of International 

Officer because, after spending almost three years at Central working with international students on and off-campus, I believe there are 

many aspects where the support, representation and celebration of our diversity could be improved, and I intend to make the experience 

of international students more rewarding and equitable.  

In the past two years, I co-founded and contributed to run the Central’s Italian Society (CIS) whose first project was the International 

Applied Theatre Project, where participants from 15 different countries devised shows on identity, migration and mythology with the use 

of 12 different languages. The Italian Society is now called Multicultural Applied Theatre (MAT) Society, to honour the diversity of cultures 

and languages of its participants. 

Being the president of CIS/MAT Society gave me the possibility to create relationships with artists and performers from all over the world, 

to support and engage with their experiences in Central and to understand their necessities as an international community. Necessities 

such as being valued and respected in an intersectional and culturally diverse “safe space”, receiving further academic support that would 

recognize the difficulties of being an ESL student, feeling protected from micro-aggressions of racism and xenophobia by the University.  

If elected, I plan to respond to the needs of International Students as individuals, recognising the differences among us and making sure 

we are truly integrated in the Central Community by collaborating with the BAME officer, the SU president and the Central staff. I also 

plan to offer emotional and practical support in situations of crisis around the world, including – but not limited to – the COVID19 

pandemic affecting many International and non-International students’ lives.  

In this time of change, we must make space for change to happen in the right way! With a celebration of Intersectionality, Diversity, and 

Inclusion: together, for a real difference. 

If I get elected, I will ensure International Students’ experiences are valued, supported and 

represented. I will do so by aiming to: 

• Create safe spaces where diversity of accents, languages and cultures is celebrated 

through an intersectional approach giving International Students the opportunity to make 

connections sharing their experiences, in addition to supporting already existing 

international and multicultural societies in Central. 

• Provide academic support for ESL (English as second language) students, by creating group 

studies with tutors who speak the students’ same language and/or English, and ensuring 

students are offered equal and equitable opportunities on their course. 

• Make the International Day an enriching experience where the International community 

can feel truly and warmly welcomed to the University. 

• Collaborate with the BAME Officer to make sure episodes or micro-aggressions of 

xenophobia and systemic racism are actively fought on and off-campus. 

• Emotionally and practically support International Students in situations of crisis around 

the world, such as the COVID19 pandemic or conflicts in their native countries. 
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